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This is the second edition of Pathway News. The first edition was so well received we
have decided to do a follow up. Once again we would like to acknowledge, with
grateful thanks, all those who have kindly supported the Pathway in the past — through
donations, sponsorship, and practical help and continue to do so. We would like to take
this opportunity of updating all our supporters of the continued progress we have made

since the last edition of Pathway News.

PATHWAY TO EMPLOYMENT

Pathway continues to provide fully paid
employment to adults with disabilities.

Currently we have 17 adults working with us
both full and part-time, some only attending for
one morning a week. This is where Pathway is
unique as individuals are able to progress at
their own pace and within their own
capabilities. This is very much part of the
Pathway ethos.

OUR SUCCESS STORIES

Update... You may remember Tom, Dick and
Harry from the last edition of Pathway News.
We are pleased to announce that “Tom” has
now moved on to “outside” employment,
“Harry” has since retired and “Dick” has now
been married for 18months and still with us.

For the two new stories in this edition, we’ll call
them “Fred” and “Bob”.

“Fred” came to us on day release from a local
college, and with secured funding for three
years, we were able to offer “Fred” part time
work of three days a week. “Fred” progressed
so well that after six months, he had increased
to working four days a week. Exactly one year
after he joined Pathway “Fred” went full time.
The change in “Fred” is quite remarkable, from
shy, lacking in confidence to a confident,
hardworking, much-valued member of the
team. Well done “Fred” and keep up the good
work.

“Bob” came to Pathway initially as a volunteer,

as part of his programme from a local drug and
alcohol rehabilitation centre. As a volunteer
“Bob” quickly settled into Pathway and looked
forward to his weekly visits. He became a
much-valued part of the Pathway team.
Towards the end of the volunteer period, we
received some extra funding and were able to
offer “Bob” a full time position. “Bob” has now
been with us for a year and has become one of
our key construction workers and enjoys
learning how to make different items from our
range of products.

OUR PRODUCTS & SALES

We are continually adding new items to our
product range. This last year saw the
introduction of our Oriental Trellis Seat, along
with our substantial Arbour.

We have also increased our sales direct to the
public by attending more outside events,
including Thame Craft Show and Castle Keys
at Banbury. This year for the first time we will
be attending The Blenheim Flower Show in
May.
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OTHER TRADING ACTIVITIES

Along with our existing contracts for Garden
Games (giant version of Jenga) and firewood,
we have recently commenced work on a new
contract to produce wooden stakes for the
forestry commission. We are particularly keen
to produce these stakes as they are supporting
newly planted trees in the forestry around
Oxfordshire, using reclaimed timber that would
otherwise have ended up as landfill. So not
only are we helping the environment by
reducing landfill, we also helping to restore the
environment with new fledglings.

ENVIRONMENTAL

From January 2002 to December 2002
Pathway recycled over 180 tons of timber. This
was used in our production of wooden garden
furniture and wildlife items, with off cuts utilised
in the bagging up of firewood. The sawdust
generated has also been used as a base
bedding for a local stables.

We are always on the lookout for further
supplies of timber and welcome any enquires
from timber merchants and building companies
looking to dispose of their good quality waste
timber.

DONATIONS & FUNDRAISING

We have been very fortunate over the past 18
months in seeking and obtaining donations.
This has not only helped us to maintain our
production levels, but to further our
employment opportunities for adults with
disabilities. The task of maintaining donations
grows harder each year, as more charities are
established, there is less money available.
Particularly during those difficult financial
times.

Here at Pathway we are truly grateful to all of
our supporters, who keep Pathway going.

In May last year we were fortunate enough to
be nominated as one of Fox F.M and Four
Pillars local charities. This involved a yearlong
programme of fundraising events, including an
‘on air auction’, and ‘lIt's a knockout’
competition. Because of their hard work we
received a truly magnificent cheque for
£19,000, presented to us by Martin Keown.
With this money we were able to purchase a

brand new van - far beyond Pathways
expectations.
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“The Blackbird Bonanza” (the weekly lottery
open to all residents and workers on The Leys)
is still proving to provide Pathway with much
needed funds. Although the number of
members has slipped recently — we are still
able to award a weekly jackpot prize of £500
and several smaller prizes. We have also
introduced “SuperDraw”, which takes place on
the first Friday of every month, where members
can pay an extra £1 for their lucky number and
double their prize money if they are a winner
for that particular week.

THE FUTURE

In the every changing world of Charities,
Pathway still continues to survive with the help
of donations, sponsorship and fundraising. This
year we are seeking extra financial support to
help build an extension to our property. This
would enable us to increase production and
employ more local people with disabilities.
Nobody can ever be sure what the future
holds, but here at Pathway we hope we are
looking at a bright new future that will involve
more and more adults with disabilities on the
“Pathway” to open employment.

enquiries@pathway-workshop.org.uk



